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Speakers: 
 

Wes Bush 
President and Chief Executive Officer, Northrop 
Grumman Corporation 

 
Wes Bush is chairman, chief executive officer and president of 
Northrop Grumman Corporation, a leader in global security. 

Bush was named chief executive officer and president in January 2010, 
and elected to the company’s Board of Directors in 2009. He 
assumed the role of chairman in July 2011. 

Prior to the acquisition of TRW by Northrop Grumman, he had 
served since 2001 as president and chief executive officer for TRW’s 
UK-based global Aeronautical Systems. Bush joined TRW in 1987 as a 
systems engineer, and served in engineering, program management 

and business development roles in TRW’s Space & Electronics business.  

Bush earned a bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree in electrical engineering from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. He also completed the University of California, Los Angeles’ Executive 
Management Program. Bush serves on the board of directors of Norfolk Southern Corporation, as well 
as the boards of several nonprofit organizations, including the Aerospace Industries Association, 
Business-Higher Education Forum, Conservation International and the U.S. Naval Academy Foundation. 
 
 
 

Jamie Merisotis 
President and Chief Executive Officer, Lumina 
Foundation 
 
Jamie Merisotis is a globally recognized leader in philanthropy, 
education, and public policy. Since 2008, he has served as president 
and CEO of Lumina Foundation, an independent, private foundation 
in Indianapolis that is committed to making opportunities for learning 
beyond high school available to all. He previously served as co-
founder and president of the nonpartisan, Washington, DC-based 
Institute for Higher Education Policy, and as executive director of a 
bipartisan national commission on college affordability appointed by 
the President and Congressional leaders.  
 

Merisotis’s writing has appeared in The Washington Post, The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, 
National Journal, Stanford Social Innovation Review, Washington Monthly, Huffington Post, Politico, Roll 
Call and other publications. He is also the author of the widely-acclaimed book America Needs Talent, 
named a Top 10 Business book of 2016 by Booklist. 
 
Merisotis holds a bachelor’s degree from Bates College (Maine), and is the recipient of numerous 
awards and honorary degrees from several colleges and universities. He lives with his wife Colleen 
O’Brien and their children Benjamin and Elizabeth in Indianapolis. 
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Ted Mitchell 
President, American Council on Education 
 
Ted Mitchell became president of ACE on September 1, 2017, bringing 
a wide array of experience and accomplishments from across the 
higher education sector, as well as a longstanding focus on helping 
more students gain access to a postsecondary education and complete 
their degrees.  

Mitchell served as president of Occidental College (CA) from 1999-
2005. After that role, Mitchell was chief executive officer of the 
NewSchools Venture Fund from 2005-14, which provides seed capital 
and counsel to leading education entrepreneurs at the K-12 level. 
From 2008-10, he served as president of the California State Board of 
Education.  

He served as U.S. under secretary of education from 2014 until January 2017, reporting to the secretary 
of education and overseeing postsecondary education policies and programs.  

Mitchell received his bachelor’s, master’s and Ph.D. degrees from Stanford University. He lives in 
Washington D.C. with his wife, Christine, and their two children. 
 
 
 

Eleni Papadakis 
Chair, Credential Engine 
 
Eleni Papadakis has served as the executive director of the Workforce 
Training and Education Coordinating Board in Washington state since 
2007.  
 
Prior to this, Papadakis was the vice president for planning and 
advancement with the Commonwealth Corporation in Boston, where 
she also served as the vice president and director for the Center for 
Workforce Innovation and as the director for program services. 
Papadakis also owned and operated a small business, a restaurant, and 
entertainment venue in Worcester, Massachusetts. She began her career 
as a therapist, career counselor and Adult Basic Education instructor. 

Papadakis earned her bachelor’s in psychology from Clark University in 1980 and master’s in counseling 
psychology from Assumption College in 1982.  
 
Papadakis has served on the boards of a number of local, state and national organizations dealing with 
educational access and workforce development. In her local community, she has served on the boards of 
theatre organizations, community action agencies, voters’ rights and youth services organizations. 
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Liz Shuler 
Secretary and Treasurer, AFL-CIO 
 
Elizabeth Shuler is the current secretary-treasurer/chief financial 
officer of the AFL-CIO, one of three top-level officers for the 
federation and the first-ever woman elected to the position. Hailing 
from Portland, Oregon, Shuler has been at the forefront of such 
progressive labor initiatives as green jobs programs and the fight for 
workers’ rights for many years, starting as a political activist and an 
organizer at the local union level.  
 
Prior to her election as secretary-treasurer of the AFL-CIO, Shuler 
worked her way up through the ranks of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW), from Local Union 125 in 

Portland to the executive leadership at the international headquarters in Washington, D.C.  
 
Today, Shuler chairs the AFL-CIO Executive Council Committee on Finance, overseeing the federation’s 
internal operations and leading the federation’s young worker and women’s initiatives and its 
repositioning efforts. Secretary-Treasurer Shuler also represents the AFL-CIO on various boards and 
committees, including the AFL-CIO Housing Investment Trust and the Women’s Committee of the 
International Trade Union Confederation. 
 

 
Moderator: 

 
Josh Mitchell 
Staff Reporter, Wall Street Journal 
 
Josh Mitchell covers the U.S. economy from the Journal's Washington, 
D.C. bureau. He previously covered transportation policy and the 
bailouts of General Motors and Chrysler. Prior to the Journal, he 
worked as a reporter for the Baltimore Sun and the Palm Beach Post. 


